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Greetings
1988-1989

Firstly may I on behalf of the
London Branch Committee take
this opportunity to wish you all
Seasons Greetings and a very
happy New Year in 1989.

Why the Red front cover? Well,
it is in keeping with the festive
season, and also hids our blushes
from the numerous congratulatory
letters and comments received,
following the first edition of
Excalibur from such eminent
people as, Norman Alborough
(Editor, Canal and River Boat),
Hugh Potter (Editor, Waterways
World), John Gagg and many
others. It could also be to hide our
embarrassment for the loss of the
Summer edition. This was,as they
say, totally beyond our control.

The company which printed
Excalibur made a policy decision
as we went to press not to proceed

| with this type of production,
preferring to concentrate on

expanding their specialist market
of cinema and theatre pro-
grammes. This of course left us
high and dry for the second
edition, however all was not lost.
for you are nowholding the living
proof of our follow-on edition.

We scoured the countryside and
burnt the midnight oil for a way
forward and a means to stay in
production. The answer came via
John Hawkins and WRG Print, so
ourred coveris also saying a big
thank you to John on behalf of
WRG.for enabling us to rush this
edition to you for Christmas.

We can now offer competitive
rates to advertisers in Excalibur
and are looking for volunteers to
set up a team to handle thisside of
the production, on our behalf.

Included in this edition are two
feature articles for your reading
pleasure. I hopethat these, as well
as the other columns in the
magazine, encourage you to put
pen to paper. Give us your views
and comments, as we intend to
incorporate the Backchat column
inthe Spring edition.
Waterways for All Appeal

Following on from the appeal in
Volume1, the fund nowstands at
the disappointingly low sum ofjust
over £32,000. Ifwe are to maintain
ourability to support the waterway
cause, in the Courts if need be, we

]
must replenish ourfighting fund.
Dosend your cheques on to 114.
You can also help to boost the
Associations funds by selling the
current lottery draw tickets: the
closing date for the draw. due to the
postal strike. has been extended to
31st January 1989

Freight on Water. Great news!
Civil and Marine Ltd have been
granted a River Work Licence by
the PLA on a 10acre site at Delta
Wharf. Greenwich. They are to
construct a new jetty and process-
ing plant to handle in excess ofone
million tons per annum of sea
dredged aggregates. The aggregate
will be brought up river bytheir
own dredger, the 3122 grt mv
Cambourne, which is capable of
carrying 4600 tonnes of drained
sand and gravel which can be
discharged at the rate of 1800
tonnes per hour. This tonnage will
be in addition tothe four million
tonnes per annum of revenue-
earining cargo that is currently
Shipped up river through the
ThamesBarrier.

On 29th November the worlds
latest and most advanced luxury
cruise liner, the 38000 grt Roval
Viking Sun arrived at enwich
on her maiden voyage direct from
the Wartsila shipyard in Turku
Finland. Article and pictures in
spring edition. |
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Take Note of Nature
Wendy Stevens

One of my favourite poets has
it, that you may drive out Nature
with a pitchfork, but she will
continually return. When first
read that, I thought in youthful
pessimism that it might indeed
have been true in Roman times,
and that it was indeed a lovely
thought, but with All This
Industry...

About ten year after ! first
read about the indomitable
nature of Nature, I had my first
canal holiday. Four of us hired a
boat from the top of Johnson's
Hillock Locks on the Leeds and
Liverpool Canal, and cruised to
Skipton and back. The rural
stretches were so beautiful that
an annual visit, twice-yearly,
even monthly could not possibly
make one lose enthusiasm. To
a southerner with my puritan
upbringing, the sheer guilty
thrill of seeing harebells in
August, having enjoyed them
elsewhere in May, was
immense.

We had been warned, how-
ever, about the Bits Between.
One of our number had been
born and bred near Blackburn,
and his mother still lived in
Burnley. He warned us not to
expect romantic pastoral
visions; we should instead
prepare our minds for Dark
Satanic Mills, many derelict,
and for mean back-to-backs. Not
wishing to be judged as soft and
effete southerners, the rest of us
schooled ourselves to expect
unmitigated ugliness in all the
built-up areas, but instead we
saw beauty on all sides. The
mills had been built by people
who had confidence in them,
and who—albeit self-righteously
or naively—believed that they
would lead to a gloriousfuture.

With such confidence, the
owners and builders had no
hesitation about putting in
ecclesiastical windows, decor-
ative gables, and ‘twiddly bits’
galore. These, however, were
quite eclipsed by the derelict
factories, even of a later and
starker style, which harboured
so many plants, covering and
softening raw and jagged out-

lines, framing old windows,
growing—in the case of trees—
higher than nature intended by
cheekily starting at the tops of
high walls.

At first we were conscious
only of the picture made bysolid
blocks of colour; the greens of
fern and foliage, red of rowan-
berries, deep pink of willow-
herb, and the shrieking yellow of
ragwort. Later we looked in
more detail. It took time for us to
realize that a boat with a fairly
noisy engine nevertheless moved
slowly enough for us to look
properly! Many of the wall-
growing plants can be seen by
London's canals too; mauve wall
germander, yellow wall pepper,
blue wall speedwell, mauve ivy-
leaved toadflax. It was hard to
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believe that we would see all
these growing in the same
fortnight, for we had not yet
learned that the nearness on the
water seems to extend the plant
seasons.

Finally, we were able to focus
on the moving parts of the
picture, for as more experienced
canallers could have told us,
those lovely plants were home
and food for many creatures, the
most spectacular being the
butterflies, white, pale green,
chalk blue, orangetip, peacock,
tortoise-shell...

I've begun by telling of our
own very simple-mindedintro-
duction to nature and canals, not
to be insulting but because
numerous conversations have
taught me that ours is a common
experience, and yet, while most
of us can see; few notice. The
majority, however, enjoy what
there is to see, onceit is pointed
out. I learned this nearly ten
years ago, when locking through
at Ivinghoe with a much more
experienced canaller. He asked
me why I was suddenly so
starry-eyed when I'd not been
drinking. I pointed to a
weathered brick, the toning
mosses, the ferns and toadflaxes.
Hesaid that he'd never looked in
detail before, but now that he
had, his pleasure in that lock was
permanentlyincr:

Next time I'll co
London's Waterways.
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Let's Go Up the River
John. J. Cox

George said: ‘Let’s go up the
river) This line from Jerome K.
Jerome's ‘Three Men in a Boat’
published in 1889 has beensaid
to have started the Victorian
boating boom.

In fact boating had been a
popular pastime since mid
Victorian times. The openings
of railways to the Thames river-
side towns from the 1840s
caused an explosion in the
numbers ofboatyards and boat-

changing rooms for those who
would not have dreamed of
being seen in their boating
clothes away from the river.

punt used for racing, both
amateur and professional.

Parties of adventurous young
men were to be found under-

C. CONSTABLE,
(FROM SEARLE & SONS AND FOSTER'S BOAT

HOUSES, CAMBRIDGE,)

BUILDER OF RACING AND PLEASURE BOATS
PAST MOUL8HY AND TLOATINO BOAT HOUSE, HAMPTON.

BOATS LET AND HOUSED.
Five MINUTES FROM HAMPFON AMD Îlamrron Count STATIONS

Throughout this period the
craft gradually changed, the

fe

nr
C. & A. BURGOINE,

Œentre-bonrd Auch} & Bout Builders,
KINGSTON-ON-THAMIS.

Noar ths Orifin Hotel and Market Place, and Lower Teddlugton Koad,
Hampton Wiok, ndjolning the Railway Hridge.

C and A D respectfully call the attention of the Nobility and Agustie world to their
improved Contra-boand Rowing und Suiliag Dour, suiuable for quant ti tiver Lao, thus reader
ing sailing an uttaiument not generally tu be found in rowing boats, Workanushif and
materials wurrunted to be of the best qualivy v'improved Contro-buurt, when alixol do
yachts, dues not tatecfera with che cabiu accommod

C.and A. H. bey (0 notify that they nave Co wus New $ Launder foi dice;
Aruta, so Mu, amd Amaton, 35 fi Cabina 6 fi

44 persons, aud are specially adapted [or
ul favourite having fun 5000 Miles in one se

suisfaution, These lauaclhits are not allected b
draught of water (4 1. 4$ in) preventa the ui
parties, For particalars spply 1 the Buide:

fcats uf every dencription built on the shorten notice.
Boats Housed, sto,

dl carry cos
The Ádanta

€ the giestest
① tc digna

e

(patent wc)sor upriver ex

ing stations all competing to
provide a type of service un-
heard of today. Yards were open
all hours providing facilities
such as boat repair and hire,
housing of private boats and

heavy gig giving way to the
lighter faster skiff for most
occasions and the heavy fishing
punt developing into the lighter
pleasure punt, its ultimate
development being the narrow

6

taking quite long journeys,
sleeping in tents or putting up
in riverside towns; there are
many written records of
journeys lasting several weeks
often using long vanished
waterways. However for most
London folk going up the river
meant a week starting from
Kingston, Twickenham, Rich-
mond etc. in a double sculling
skiff which would carrythree
in relative comfort. The
development of the camping
cover, a tent which fitted over
the boat on iron hoops, made
river travel a much more
attractive holiday. In wet
weather the boat could travel
with its cover up keeping the
crew more or less dry. (This
practice continues today

E
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amateur and professional.

Parties of adventurous young

men were to be lound under-

taking quite long journeys,

sleeping in tents or putting up
in riverside towns; there are

many written records of
journeys lasting several week
often using long vanished
waterways. However for most

London folk going up the river
meant a week starting from
Kingston, Twickenham, Rich-
mond elc. in a double:culling
skiff which would carry thrce
in relative cornfort. The
development of the camping
cover. a tent which fitted over
the boat on iron hoops. made
river travel a much more
attractive holiday. In wet
weather the boat could travel
with its cover up keeping the
crew more or less dry. (This
practice continues today
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Thelate spring bank holiday saw
London WRG heading north for our
annual long distance dig, making
good use of the three day weekend.
The work site as before was the top
two locks on the westside at Diggle,
the highest locks in the country that
volunteers are able to work on.

After a good deal of manoeuvring
of plant and equipment and an
incredible amount of coaxing to get
the pump working the second lock
down was sufficiently clear of water to
make a start on clearing out the silt.
An earlier working party on the same
site had seen us helping to remove
large quantites ofsilt and rubbish from
underthe bridge below the lock. After
alot of digging it was revealed that the
top gate waslying on the floor ofthe
lock on the lower gate cill, giving the
locals a future head-scratching
problem ofhowto remove it. Mean-
while the site ofthe old top lock gate
was occ series of reinforced
concrete stop planks which other
members of the group were busily
removing with the aid of Kango's.
lump hammers and the crane.

The accommodation was a well
appointed scout hut at Meltham on
t'other side of Chill, giving us the
opportunity of driving across and
enjoying the spectacular scenery in
delightful weather. Catering was
provided by our London WRG leader
in exile, Andy Chapman and wife
Stella wholike to join us from timeto
time on our exotic excursions north.

The Stroudwater Thames and
Severn Canal Trust were our hosts in
July. They had uncovered a unique
device for draining the canal at
various differentlevels and were glad
of some assistance in its restoration.
While some members were busily

” i
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Dust

Diggle on Huddersfield Narrow.
May 1988. Clearing Chamber

Photo—Tim Lewis
engaged in further digging to expose
further surprises, other were laying
concrete foundations and re-laying
bricks recently excavated and cleaned:
such luxuries as new bricks being too
expensive for the Trust. To alleviate
such financial problems the Trust run
a trip boat on which we were taken to
view Ryeford double lock. This was
the site of an unfortunate water main
burst, for which compensationisstill
sought. On our return trip the heavens
decided to emulate the Water
Authority and burst forth and subse-

Photo—Tim Lewis

Report by
向 Eric Garland

quently as we attempted to work,
resulting in our wettest dig this year.

Volunteer work on most BW water-
ways is sporadic; on the Kennet and
Avon it is normally non-existent but
August gave us the rare opportunity to
work on that great waterway.

The scene was the splendid Caen
Hill flight where a decision has
recently been taken to go ahead with
the construction of foot bridges over
the locks. Various groups have
provided moneyfor their construction
including London Branch TWA, but
most of the cash has been donated by
all the TWA Branches in sponsoring
runners in the London Marathon. To
complementthis association, London
WRG have now constructed one of
these bridges ready for its eventual
fitting to one ofthe locks.

The beginning of October saw
London WRG scrub bashing on the
Wilts and Berks canal. joining forces
with Peter Smith, the work party
organizer for W&BCAG and BITM
(Bit in the Middle) at Foxham in
Wiltshire. This was our first visit to
this very beautiful canal which runs
mainly through open rolling country-
side. Some of our group went stump
pulling with a Tirfor winch, whilst
others cleared 300 yards of dense
undergrowth and mature trees from
the towpath and dry canal bed. The
bestpart though was the tea in bed and
excellent food provided by Peter's girl
friend Josie and the centrally heated
hall. Oh, what luxury.

A nice encounter came in the form
of meeting Bob Kinch, a man of
vision, who owns and works one of
the farms we were working on. He
has recently built his own
accommodation bridge. He worked
alongside us using his tools and
equipment, and is shortly to start
dredging his own section. If only
other had his foresight.

If you want to come along for a
drink,or for further information, give
one ofthe following a call:
Tim Lewis on come and
01-530 4767; Join the fun
Lesley McFadyen €, >
on 405 8400, e "
ext. 402 a
Eric Garland on
0322 342296;

The late spring bank holiday saw
l-ondon WRG heading north for our
annual long disance dig. maktng
good use ofthe three day weekend.
The work site as before was the top
t*o locks on the west side at Diggle.
the highest lock in the country that
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After a good deal of manoeuvring

of plant and equipment and an
incredible amount olcoaxing to get
the pump working the se,cond lock
dou.n was sufficiently clear ofwater to
mahe a srart on clearing out the silt.
An eariier rcrking party on the same
site had seen us helping to removc
l:Lrue qLranties ofrilt and rubbish from
under dre bndge bel<w the lock. Afur
a lot ofdigging it was revealed that the
top gate was lying on the floor ol the
lrck on the lower gate cill, giving the
locals; a iuture head-scratching
probiem olhow to remove it. Mean-
r,,'hile the site o1'the oid top lock gate

u".rs occripic i q' a senes of reinfbrced
concrete sloi:r pllinks whir:h orher
meirbers oi the group werc busil1
reilrtr\ins uith rhe aiJ ol Krncu..
lunp hannrers and the,:mne.

The acccrnmoiiation uas a well
appointed scout hut at Melthant on
tbther side of t^hiil, giving us the
oppomrnity of driving across and
enloying the spectacular scenery in
delightful rveather. Catering rvas

pro icled b1' our Llndon WRG leader
in erile. Andy Chapman and wife
Stella whc like to join us from time to
time on our exotic excunions north.

The Stroudwater Thames and
Ser crn Canal Trurt were our ho.ts in
JLrly. Thel had uncorered a unique
device for draining the canal at
various dilldrent levels and were glad
of some a5\istance in is re'toration.
While some memben were busily

1.llea;i

London
WRG

Diggle on IluddersJieM Nanox:
fuIat' 1988. Clearing Clwrnber

Photo-fi'n IP,i'
engaged in further digging to exprtse
further surprisc:. r)ther uer( 13) ing
concrete four'dation: and rc.la)ing
bricks iecentjl excff\ated ard cleanl{i:
such luxuriqs as new brick being too
expensive for the Trusi. To alleviate
such financial problems the Trust mn
a tip boat on which we were taken to
view Ryeford double lock. This was
the site of an untortunate water main
bunt, for which compensation is still
sought. On our rehrm tripthe heavens

decided to emulate the Water
Authority and bunt forth and subse-

tri '&.'-"6 "

Report by
Eric Garland

ouently a5 we anempted !o work.
rbsulting in our weneit dig this year.

Volunteer work on most BW \ ater-
ways is sporadic; on the Kennet and

Avbn it ii nonnaliy non-existent but
August gave us the nre opportunity to

work on that great waterway.
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Letter from America
Jeremy Frankel

Dear Editor,
Hopefully using Excalibur, one can cut

through editorial red tape and extend the
waterways (interest) and boundary a little to the

(Editors Note: All overseas
members of IWA are
registered with London
Branch. We would welcome
any news you may wish to
share with us, so come in
Martin (Goannas) Smith
from down under and all our

N= many otherfriends out there.)
1 le

Anyone who may have wondered (although
I doubt it) what had become of me may have
caught a glimpse at the Branch Meeting in
March when I gave a talk on
American canals. I had
decided last year to take a
sabbatical from the normal
drudgery of life and go
exploring. Well it was not as
romantic as one might think.
travelling around America by
Greyhound bus for 4.5
months covering some 20,000
miles looking at various
waterways. A few were being
used commercially but most
were derelict. In all I
glimpsed 43 canals including
the Panama. Some are well-
known like the Mississippi (45.000 ton push-
tows): the relatively new “Tenn-Tom”, and
other less well-known examples like the
Blackstone River and Canal (Massachusetts);
James River and Kanawha Canal (Virginia),
and the Chattahoochie River on the Georgia-
Alabama border with just three locks, one of
which features an 85 foot rise!

_

Oswego Canal
E ria

Syracuse

Champlain
Canal

Cayuga
Seneca
CanalBuffal

ua Albany

HEY YORK STATE CANALS
and

PERTS

During my stay I was hosted by representatives
of various. canal societies (thank you, Roger
Squires) and whilst in up-state NewYork I meta
certain gentleman who had been on several canal
holidays in England and had decided thatthis was
just what America needed. So he built three
narrow boats in his front garden for hire on the
Eire Canal. This waterway runs for 360 miles
across the state from Buffalo (Niagara Falls) to
Albany. He also runsthe only packet boat which
regularly plies the whole canal whilst itis open

(during winter the canal sections are drained and
the riversfreeze!) from Mayto October.

Having been smitten byall these new-found
‘ditches’ and being the first English person to steer
an American-built narrow boat. I decided to
return to America for the summer accepting the
invitation from Peter Wiles tocarry out research
on the Eire Canal.
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Xmas Fun Page
Nikky Bates

Hello Kids Find the Missing River
Welcome once again B 記 記 団 託 団 訊 記 国 訊 因 出 団 記

記

記
to another edition of TEHCUORCRAS EMAHT

; , Excalibur. We have [7 y AH UMBERYEWENWRdecided to makethis edition a fun page, exactly f= VIE AIM BL El 0 S| Al 0
that, fun; so here's lots of jokes and a brain 2ARUN VH
teasing puzzle to keep you busy over the winter RE FLL TDNALLEWBVF
months. RWELOINENLOCEEEM

Don't forget to send me your jokes or anything ADURLSEETUERHYCNA
which you think may be ofinterest, or wouldlike け 1
to see on our page, such as stories or limericks. E 2 ; MALT) BLU RR ELO CELE 暁

I must thank David E. Spencer from Jersey
|

C| TIM U/ RIN E/E A| TIL NE NY] T
(one of our overseas members) for the mind- АМТ АК ЕР У НС E[D L AI
bending competition which has been sponsored ME DWA YRAEWI SS E YW
by the Editor of Canal and River Boat maga-
zine.The editor will award a prize for the first ADUR ALDE ANCHOLME ANT ARUN BEAULIEU

three correct answers received. Send your  BLYTH.CAM CHET COLNE CROUCH CLYDE DART
answers with your name, address and age to the DEBEN FORTH FOWEY HAMBLE HULL HUMBER
Chairman, address appears on page 2). The ~~IDLE LARK LEE MEDWAY PARRETT ROTHER
winners will also be taken for a boat trip during

~~
STORT TAMAR TEES TAY THAMES THURNE

the Canalway Cavalcade. TRENT TYNE URE WANSBECK WAVENEY WEAR
WEAVER WELLAND WEY WHARFE WITHAM

CHRISTMAS CRACKER pee左 茂謀Hiddenin the grid are some 46 well and lesser known British
rivers. Having located all 45 listed, by reading in straight
lines vertically, horizontally, backwards, forwards or
diagonally (a numberof theletters are used more than once)
you will be left with four unused letters that will form the
nameof the missing river. What is it?

О. Whyisa river rich?
A. Because it has 2 banks.
Q. Howcan vou help a deaffisherman?
A. Give him a herring aid.
Q. Whatlives underthe sea andcarries a lot ofpeople?
A. An octobus. Answersto our last word-search are as
Q. Whydon't polar bear eat penguins? follows: PLANNING MATTERS,
A. Because they can't get the wrappers off. COUNCIL, FOOTNOTES, BRANCH
©. Whichbird canlift the heavie3t weight? NEWS, BACKCHAT, EXCALIBUR,
A. A crane,of course. WATERWAYS FOR YOUTH, MUD-
Q. What do you get ifyou cross afish and two elephants?

~~

LARKS, TWA, PLA, BWB, TOW.
A. Swimming trunks.

LONDON BRANCH MEETINGS
All social meetings are held in the Old Refectory, at University College, GowerStreet, London WI.
There is car parking within the groundsand surrounding roads. One-way traffic follows north to south
down Gower Street. Tube stations: Goodge Street, Warren Street and Euston Square are nearby.
Meetings start at 7.30pm,but the room is open from 6.30pm. Licensed bar at all meetings

19 January—The Basingstoke Canal—Arthur Dungate
16 February—ThamesTraditional Boats—part 2—John Cox, ‘The Other Halfof the Thames'—Henley to Cricklade
16 March—Branch AGM, followed by Graham Capelin (of modelboat fame) talking about Tid Tugs.
20 April—George Freeston—A Local's View of Blisworth.
29 April-1 May—Canalway Cavalcade—Little Venice
Coming Attractions—18 May, Brian Holden—Rochdale Canal Society. June, Michael Handford, IWA restoration expert,
to talk on anything but the Rochdale.
Branch Outing—2 April, Rochdale Canal—atthe invitation of the RCS. Details from Ann Hancox.
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Q. Mn'is u rivar i<h?
A. Because it has 2 banks.

Q. Hort tru vtu help a deaffshcnruu?
A. Give him a hening aid.

Q. What lives wuler the sea urul caries a lot rf people?

A. An octobus.

Q. W'don't polar bear eat penguins?
A. Because they can't get the wrappen ofT.

Q. Whi<'h bircl can lif the heaielt w'eighr?

A. A crane, ofcourue.

Q. WIat do wu get if lou cross afsh arul two elephants?

A. Swimming trunks.

Ww

ADUR ALDE ANCHOLME ANT ARUN BEAULIEU
BLYTHCAM CHET COLNECROUCH CLYDE DAKT

DEBEN FORTH FOWEY HAMBLE HULL HUMBER
IDLE LARK LEE MEDV/AY PARRETT ROTHER

STORT TAMAR TEES TAY THAMES THURNE
TRENT TYNE URE WANSBECK WAVENEY WEAR
WEAVER WELLAND WEY WHARFE WITHAM
WISSEY WYE YARE ']

Hidden in the grid are some 46 well and lesser knorvn British

rivers. Having located all 45 listed, by reading in straight

lines venically, horizontally, backwards, forwards or
diagonally (a number ofthe letters are used more than once)

you will be left with four unused letters that will form the

name of the missing river. What is it?

Attsx,ers to our last vord-search are os

Jitllo*'s: PLANNING MATTERS'
COUNCIL. FOOTNOTES, BRANCH

NEWS. BACKCHAT, EXCALIBUR,
WATERWAYS FOR YOUTH, MUD-
LARKS. IWA. PLA, BWB, TOW.

IONDON BRANCH MEETINGS

All social meetings are held in the Old Refectory at Univeniry College, Gover Street, Inndon wl.
There is car parking within the grounds and sunounding roads. Orc way traffic follops north O south

down Gorpei Streei. Tube *ailons: Goodge Street, Warren Street and Euson Square are near[.

Meetings start at 7.3@m, but the room is open from 6.30pm. Licensed bar at all meetings

19 January-The Basingstoke Canal-Arthur Dungate

iO i'eU.uafu,-fnames iraditional Boats-part 2-John Cox, 'The Other Half of the Thames'-Henley to Cricklade

16 Marth-lBranch AGM, followed by Grairam Capelin (of model boat fame) talking about Tid Tugs.

20 April-George Freeston-A l.ocal's View of Blisworth.
29 April-l May-Canalway Cavalcade-Linle Venice

Coming Attractions-I8 Miy, Brian Holden-Rochdale Canal Society. June, Michael Handford, IWA restoration expert'

to talk on anything but the Rochdale.
Branch Ouiing-2 April, Rochdale Canal-at the invitation of the RCS. Details from Ann Hancox.
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